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yM SSO PANAMA 


10 SSO AC si, DA 
S E C R E T NO FORM PNA *5i 
S FM COL GERALD H# SILLS, G2 USARSO^ 

10 MG A AON, AC SI, DA 

INFO COL MOSES, CHIEF OF STAFF, USARSO, FT AMADOR C z 
BG BERG, j2 USSOUTHCOM, QUARRY FITS C z 
SUBJECTS TRIP REPORT, CHILE (NUMBER 2) 

A. ICR G-FIS-0D3-74 


B. ICR U-UCR-32583 

C. ICR G-C-ON -*5*5-74 


D* ICR C-CR-A-57952 

(C) THIS REPORT IS BASED ON MY OFFICIAL VISIT TO CHILE DURI!n ' G 


A* 


THE PERIOD £4-31 MAR 74. THIS REPORT WILL BE LIMITED TO THE PERV- 
nm SITUATION AND CHILEAN ATTITUDES^PERTAWING J_HERJTO^_ 

C* iU) AMONG MILITARY MEN, THE PERUVIAN THREAT SUPERCEDES ALL OF 
CHILE' S OTHER MAJOR PROBLEMS, EVEN THOUGH THE COUNTRY IS «*SI»S A 
tR EAT " BATTLE FOR ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL SURVIVAL. ONE MUST UNDER- 
STAND THE CHILEAN MENTALITY TO APPRECIATE THIS ATTITUDE. IRRESPEC 
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T'XVK OF POLITICAL LEANINGS, ECONOMIC STATUS OR EDUCATION LEVEL, THE 
CHILEAN, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF A Minority OF FANATICAL LEFTISTS, 

IS INTENSELY PROUD OF HIS NATIONALITY. PATRIOTISM IS INBRED IN THE 
CHILEAN PERSONALITY AND TAKES PRECEDENCE OVER ALL OTHER VALUES. 
MATRICIDE WOULD BE LESS CONDEMNED IN CHILE THAN THE BETRAYAL OF THE 

* ' «r 

COUNTRY. ANY THREAT TO THE NATIONAL INTEGRITY TAKES PRECEDENCE OVER 
ALL OTHER PROBLEMS. 

3. C C ) WITH THE RECENT INFLUX OF ARMS INTO PERU FROM VARIOUS PARTS 
OF THE WORLD, TO INCLUDE THE USSR, CHILE’S TRADITIONAL FEARS THAT 
PERU WOULD ATTEMPT THE RECONO.UEST OF THE LOST PROVINCE OF TARAPAcA 
HAVE BEEN GREATLY INTENSIFIED. CHILE’S CURRENT ECONOMIC AND POLITI- 
CAL PROBLEMS MAKE THEIR MILITARY LEADERS FEEL LESS CAPABLE OF ADE- 
QUATELY MEETING THIS THREAT. SOURCES OF ARMAMENTS WITH WHICH TO 
MEET THIS THREAT ARE BEING DENIED TO CHILE, AS A RESULT OF A WORLD- 
WIDE LEFTIST PRESS CAMPAIGN ” CONDEMNING THE REPRESSIVE ACTS OF THE 
JUNTA GOVERNMENT AGAINST THEIR POLITICAL ENEMIES.” THESE THOUGHTS 

HAVE GIVEN RISE TO A FEELING OF DESPERATION AND FRUSTRATION WITHIN 

- * 

THE MILITARY. A TYPICAL COMMENT IS " HOW CAN WE ADEQUATELY DEFEND 
OUR COUNTRY IF WE CANNOT OBTAIN THE EQUIPMENT WITH WHICH TO MEET 
THE THREAT.” 

4. (S/NFD) NEVERTHELESS, THE CHILEAN MILITARY IS DOING EVERYTHING 
POSSIBLE WITH THEIR CURRENT LIMITED RESOURCES TO TAKE ADEQUATE 
PRECAUTIONS FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE COUNTRY. ON 25 MARCH I WAS 
PLOWn TO THE NORTHERNMOST CITY OF ARICA WHERE I REMAINED FOR THREE 
DAYS. THE PURPOSE OF THIS VISIT WAS TO GIVE ME A BETTER APPRECIA- 
TION OF THE CHILEAN SITUATION. TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO ARICA WAS A 

NOFORN 
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cm all town with a population of about 11 , 1 dm to 12 , 000 . in an 
effort to "chileanizk" the area, a free zone was established to 
attract settlers and industries, this effort was SUCCESSFUL, And 
THE POPULATION IS NOW APPROACHING 150,000. ALTHOUGH THE FREE ZONE 
NO LONGER EXISTS, IT IS STILL THE CENTER OF A LARGE INDUSTRIAL COM- 
PLEX which provides employment and produces a wide variety of manu- 
factured GOODS FOR THE ENTIRE COUNTRY. IN ADDITION, THROUGH IRRIGA- 
TION AND ELECTRIFICATION PROJECTS IN THE INTERIOR, THE AREA IS NOT 
ONLY SELF SUFFICIENT IN AGRICULTURE PRODUCTS, BUT ALSO SHIPS PRO- 
DUCE TO OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY. THE POSSIBILITY OF CHILE EVER 
VOLUNTARILY TURNING OVER THIS HIGHLY DEVELOPED AREA IS MILL. THE 
CHILEANS CURRENTLY HAVE ONE REINFORCED INFANTRY REGIMENT IN THIS 
AREA* THE COMMANDER OF THIS UNIT, COL 0 CBUlER MENA SALINAS IS 
IDEALLY SELECTED FOR THIS SENSITIVE POSITION. A WELL QUALIFIED 
INFANTRY OFFICER, WHO WAS FORMERLY HEAD OF THE CHILEAN ARMY MILI- 
TARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE (SIM). COL MENA STATED THAT HE MAINTAINS 
EXCELLENT CONTACTS WITH BG ART EM 10 GARCIA VARGAS, COMMANDER OF 
THE PERUVIAN 6TH DIVISION, WHICH IS STATIONED IN TALC A, JUST ACROSS 
THE BORDER. COL MENA STATED THAT GEN GARCIA HAS EXPRESSED ANTI - 
COMMUNIST ATTITUDES ON MANY OCCASIONS AND OPENLY CRlTlZES ACTIONS 
OF PERUVIAN PRESIDENT GENERAL VELASCO ALVARADO. I HAVE NO DOUBT 


THAT COL MENA HAS AN EXTENSIVE INTELLIGENCE OPERATION GOING On 


IN SOUTHERN PERU, IN THE AREAS ADJACENT TO THE BORDER. A VERY 
LIBERAL BORDER CONTROL POLICY EXISTS, AND SINCE THE FRONT IES IT- 
SELF' IS A SANDY WASTE FOR MANY MILES INTO THE INTERIOR, INFILTRA- 
TION OF AGENTS POSES NO PROBLEMS 

5. IS/NFD) THE CHILEANS REALIZE THAT WjTK THEIR 6TK DIVISION HEAD- 
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QUARTERS LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 150 MILES AWAY IN IQUIQUE, THIS RE- 
INFORCED REGIMENT located in ARICA is AT A DISTINCT TACTICAL DIS- 
ADVANTAGE IN THE EVENT OF A PERUVIAN ATTACK. I DID HEAR STATEMENTS 
TO THE EFFECT THAT THERE WERE PLANS TO MOVE THE STH DIVISION HEAD- 
QUARTERS FROM IQUIQUE TO ARicA. EVEN WITH THE PROPOSED ORGANISATION 
OF A CORPS HEADQUARTERS, USING THE 1ST DIVISION LOCATED IN ANTO- 
FAGASTA AND TME 6TH DIVISION IN ARICA, REINFORCED WITH UNITS FROM 
DIVISIONS IN THE SOUTH, THE CHILEANS FEEL THAT THEY WOULD BE HARD 

PRESSED TO BLUNT AN INITIAL PERUVIAN ATTACK WITHOUT PREPOSITIONED 

* * 

ANTI-TANK WEAPONS, MODERN ARMOUR EQUIPMENT, AND ARTILLERY IN 
ADEQUATE QUANTITIES. THEY ARE CONFIDENT THAT IN A WAR OF LONG 
DURATION THAT THE SUPERIOR QUALITY OF THE CHILEAN SOLDIER WOULD 
PREVAIL, BUT THEIR COMMENT IS "WITH WHAT WE HAVE NOW, WE WOULD BE 
HELPLESS IN A 5-DAY WAR TERMINATED BY A UN OR OAS CEASE-FIRE. 

NOTES THE CHILEAN ARMY DIVISION MORE ADEQUATELY EQUATES IN SIZE 
TO A US ARMY REGIMENT, OR AT MOST A BRIGADE. 

o. ( o ) CHILEANS CONSIDER THAT IN ITS DESIRE TO PUNISH THE PRESENT 
CHILEAN GOVERNMENT FOR THE DEFEAT SUFFERED BY INTERNATIONAL COM- 
MUNISM WHEN THE ALLENDE GOVERNMENT WAS OVERTHROWN, THE SOVIET 

, « »■ 

UNION AND CUBA ARE CAPITALIZING ON THE PERUVIAN DESIRES TO REGAIN 
ITS LOST PROVINCE OF TARAPAcA BY PROVIDING ARMS AND ADVISORS TO 
THE PERUVIAN ARMED FORCES. IN THE ABSENCE OF SOURCES FOR MODERN 
WEAPONS, THE CHILEANS CLING TO ONE HOPE. THIS IS THAT THERE ARE 

enough officers within the Peruvian armed forces who are aware of the 
danger of communist penetration into the fabric of their nation - 
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PL LIFE-, THAT THESE OFFICERS WILL LIT HER OVERTHROW PRESIDENT VELASCO 
ALVARADO OR CHANGE HIS PRO-LEFTIST POLICIES. A CONSERVATIVE PERU- 
VIAN GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT CHANGE THE TRADION AL OBJECTIVE OF REGAIN- 
ING THE PROVINCE OF TARAPAcA, HOWEVER, IT WOULD NOT BE INFLUENCED 
BY SOVIET /CUBAN POLICY OBJECTIVES OF REVENGE VIS-A-VIS CHILE. 

7. <S) THE ENTIRE DAY OF £6 MARCH WAS DEVOTED TO A KILOMETER 
OVERLAND TRIP FROM ARICA TO WITHIN 2 KILOMETERS OF THE BOLIVIAN 
BORDER (ELEVATION 0 METERS). A STOP OVER WAS MADE IN THE DIS- 

TRICT CAPITAL OF PUTRE. THIS IS AN INDIAN VILLAGE WHICH SERVES 
AS THE HEADQUARTERS FOR A REINFORCED COMPANY FROM COL MENA’S REGI- 
MENT which the Chileans utilize to maintain surveillance in the 

✓ r 

BORDER AREA. BECAUSE OF THE ALTITUDE AND CLIMATIC CONDITIONS, THE 

COMPANIES ROTATE ON A MONTHLY BASIS. ASSIGNMENT TO THIS AREA IS 

CONSIDERED A HARDSHIP TOUR. THE RUGGEDNESS OF THE TERRAIN AND SPARSE 

ROAD NET WOULD MAKE THE POSSIBILITY OF A SUCCESSFUL BOLIVIAN INVA~ 

. * 

STON INTO THIS AREA, IN SUPPORT OF A PERUVIAN ATTACK, VERY UNLIKELY, 
b. (S/NFD) IN SANTIAGO, GENERAL GUSTAVO ALVAREZ, AT THE TIME ACTING 
CHIEF OF STAFF, RELATED THE"TRUE VERSION" OF THE SOVIET ARMS DEAL 

with peru. according to general alvarez, the allende government 
had ALREADY CONTRACTED TO ACCEPT A SHIPMENT OF SOVIET T -55 TANKS. 
SHORTLY BEFORE THE 11 SEPTEMBER COUP, PRESIDENT ALLENDE BECAME 
ENRAGED WHEN HE LEARNED THAT THE SOVIETS HAD SUBSEQUENTLY MADE 
ARRANGEMENTS TO SEND A SIMILAR SHIPMENT TO PERU. IN DISCUSSIONS 
WITH THE USSR AMBASSADOR TO CHILE, PRESIDENT ALLENDE RECEIVED NO 
SATISFACTION, HOWEVER FIDEL CASTRO PROMISED ALLENDE TO USE HIS 
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INFLUENCE TO CANCEL THE PERUVIAN ORDER. (AN INDICATION OF CHILEAN 
CONCERN REGARDING PERUVIAN INTENTIONS EVEN PRIOR TO THE COUP WAS 

* 

INDICATED IN PARAGRAPH 6 OF MY PN 090, DATED 26 FEB 73.) PRESIDENT 

ALLEN DE ARGUED THAT AS A SOCIALIST STATE, CHILE SHOULD NOT BE 

' * * • * 

STABBED in THE BACK BY THE USSR (AN EXAMPLE OF CHILEAN NATIONALISM 

*• 4 

TAKING PRECEDENCE OVER IDEOLOGY). AFTER THE COUP, THE SOVIET UNION 
MADE BOTH SHIPMENTS AVAILABLE TO PERU. CHILEAN MILITARY ESTIMATE 
THAT BOTH SHIPMENTS AMOUNT TO ABOUT 2m J-55 TANKS. THE CHILEANS 
DO THEIR BEST TO MONITOR SOVIET ARMS ENTERING PERU, BUT ADMITTED 

THAT PERUVIAN COUNTERINTELLIGENCE IN “COUNTRY IS HIGHLY EFFECTIVE. 

* - *■ 

THUS FAR, NO CHILEAN HAS CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN THE SOVIET TANKS 
IN PERU, ALTHOUGH THEIR INFORMATION REGARDING THE TANKS AND ADVISORS 
CORRESPONDS CLOSELY WITH INFORMATION REPORTED BY USDAO, LIMA. 

4 » 

9. ( C/NFD ) TO MEET THE PERUVIAN THREAT THE CHILEAN GOVERNMENT IS 
DESPERATE TO OBTAIN MODERN WEAPONS, AS EVIDENCED BY TEAMS OF 
CHILEAN OFFICERS CURRENTLY VISITING THE US, BRAZIL AND WESTERN 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES FOR THIS PURPOSE. OFFENSIVE WEAPONS ARE PRE- 
FERRED, HOWEVER THE SITUATION IS SO CRITICAL THAT INITIALLY CHILE 

will be satisfied to obtain defensive weapons, they agree that 

THIS IN ITSELF SHOULD CONVINCE SKEPTICAL FOREIGN CRITICS OF 
THE NONAGGRESSIVE MOTIVES OF THE CHILEAN JUNTA GOVERNMENT. 
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